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Why do we have this rationale? 
We believe Harrysmuir Primary is ‘where the magic happens’. All children are entitled to a broad, skills 

based and balanced education. This is delivered in a way that recognises the uniqueness of each 
individual pupil and allows them to achieve their full potential within a caring, nurturing environment.  
Our whole school community have been involved in and believe in our rationale.   
 
What does this rationale cover? 

This rationale sets out 

 Our vision, value and aims 

 The educational context of our school 

 The community context of our school 

 The underpinning principles of the curriculum 

 An overview of how we deliver the curriculum 
 
What are our Vision, Values and Aims? 

At Harrysmuir Primary our vision is to: 
‘Work together to develop lifelong learners who will aspire to be the best that they can be.’  

Successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens. 
This vision was created by the whole school community in early 2016. We believe this vision 
encompasses what we try to achieve everyday within our school.  
 
 
 
We reviewed our values in April 2018. Our values are respect, determination, kindness, responsibility 
and happiness. 
 
Through embedding our vision and values we aim:  

 To ensure a broad and balanced curriculum that provides young people with the best possible 
learning opportunities and experiences. 

 To ensure that all learners are able to realise their potential through the promotion and 
recognition of achievement and excellence. 

 To provide the highest quality of learning and teaching experiences that enable pupils to enjoy 
their education and develop positive attitudes towards learning. 

 To provide a welcoming, safe and caring environment in which each learner is valued and 
supported. 

 To ensure that all learners are able to experience a calm, positive and safe environment that 
promotes good behaviour, self- discipline and respect for others. 

 To provide effective support systems for all learners which promote personal and social 
development and underpin academic achievement.    

 To provide pupils with opportunities to develop knowledge and understanding, in relation to 
their duties and responsibilities of citizenship in a democratic society. 

 To build and maintain effective partnerships between the school and its parental body, external 
support agencies and its wider community. 

 To develop in our pupils’ creativity and ambition through the curricular and extra-curricular 
experiences offered by the school. 

 To ensure good health in all young people through strategies which promote physical and 
mental well-being and self- esteem. 

 
What is the Educational context of our school? 

Harrysmuir Primary is a large school which is part of the Inveralmond Learning Community. The school 
sits alongside two feeder nurseries which will be amalgamated with Harrysmuir in August 2018 and our 
cluster high school. This will enables us to have stronger partnership working.   We have a current role 
of 407 which is organised into a 16 class structure and Nurture class. We work collaboratively in our 
cluster groups to take forward improvements. Within our cluster we are encouraged by the authority to 
work collaboratively in smaller groups with other schools, Harrysmuir works with Letham, Riverside and 
the Toronto supporting, sharing and developing practice. 
 
What is the community context of our school? 

Our school, Harrysmuir, is named after the farm which stood on land nearby -‘Harry’s on the moor’ and 
situated in the Ladywell district of Livingston, a large town in West Lothian. The majority of our pupils 
live within walking distance of our school although some pupils live outwith. The school is currently 



running at capacity with a waiting list. Our children come from a variety of social backgrounds and our 
school sits within decile band 2. We are working hard to add to our existing links within the community. 
 
What are the underpinning principles of the curriculum? 

The key purpose of the totality of our curriculum is to ensure that the children develop the attributes and 
capabilities which will enable them to become Successful Learners, Confident Individuals, Responsible 
Citizens and Effective Contributors.  
 
How do we deliver the curriculum? 

Through our long, medium and short term planning we must ensure The Seven Principles of Curriculum 
for Excellence are addressed: Challenge and Enjoyment, Breadth, Progression, Depth, Personalisation 
and Choice, Coherence and Relevance. The principles all should apply at any one stage. The principle 
will have different emphasis as the young person learns and develop. 

Challenge and enjoyment: children should find their learning challenging, engaging and motivating. The 
curriculum should encourage high aspirations and ambitions for all.   At all stages, learners of all 
aptitudes and abilities should experience an appropriate level of challenge, to enable each individual to 
achieve his or her potential. They should be active in their learning and have opportunities to develop 
and demonstrate their creativity. There should be support to enable children and young people to 
sustain their effort. 

Breadth: All children and young people should have opportunities for a broad, suitably weighted range of 
experiences. The curriculum should be organised so that they will learn and develop through a variety of 
contexts within both the classroom and other aspects of school life. 

Progression: Children and young people should experience continuous progression in their learning 
from 3 to 18 within a single curriculum framework. Each stage should build upon earlier knowledge and 
achievements. Children should be able to progress at a rate which meets their needs and aptitudes. 
Progression is detailed in the experiences and outcomes. 

Depth: There should be opportunities for children to develop their full capacity for different types of 
thinking and learning. As they progress, they should develop and apply increasing intellectual rigour, 
drawing different strands of learning together, and exploring and achieving more advanced levels of 
understanding. 

Personalisation and choice: The curriculum should respond to individual needs and support particular 
aptitudes and talents. It should give each child and young person increasing opportunities for exercising 
responsible personal choice as they move through their school career. 

Coherence: Taken as a whole, children and young people's learning activities should combine to form a 
coherent experience. There should be clear links between the different aspects of children and young 
people's learning, including opportunities for extended activities which draw different strands of learning 
together. 

Relevance: Children and young people should understand the purposes of their activities. They should 
see the value of what they are learning and its relevance to their lives, present and future.   

How do we organise our curriculum? 

 
IDLthemes are identified when appropriate to connect learning across curricular  areas.  
 
Ethos & life of the school – There are planned opporunties for children to learn through a variety of after 
school clubs, lunch clubs and leadership opportunities including The Global Gang, Head Boy, Head Girl 
and House Captains and Pupil Council. 
 
Opportunities for personal achievement 
We have reviewed our achievement certificates and shared them with parents and pupils. The aim of 
our certificates is to involve parents as partners in the learning process and celebrate achievement in 
school and out of school. The certificates are displayed for everyone to see on our achievement wall 
and link to the SHANARRI indicators to encourage our pupils to reflect on their learning.  
Before learning is planned teachers will work collegiately with children and their parents/carers using 
tools such as the KWL grid to establish what the children want to know, do, understand and be; together 
with the types of activities they would like to see to help them learn. The resulting plan should be 
displayed, referenced and adapted throughout the topic. 



 
In June, teachers will devise a year plan which will identify the focus of learning across the four contexts 
for each of the curricular areas, taking into account the guidance below. There should be a balance of 
non-core curricular subjects. School focus weeks will also be identified within the year plan. 
 
Social Studies- A framework for planning has been devised which contains suggested contexts for 

learning for identified Experiences and Outcomes. The framework ensures that each Experience and 
Outcome will be visited and revisited across the three years of a level to ensure breadth and depth. 
There is flexibility built into the framework which will allow for planning to be adapted in order to respond 
to current events and interests of the children. There is a programme for mapping. In order to make 
learning relevant outdoor learning experiences are planned. We are using local businesses and partners 
to support the delivery of our Social Studies topics.  
 
Science- A framework has been devised which details Science topics for each year group. These have 
been bundled with the suggested topics for Social Studies or identified as being discrete. The framework 
ensures Experiences and Outcomes will be visited and revisited across the three years of a level to 
ensure breadth and depth.  An overarching progression for key skills in Science supports the topic 
framework. An after school science club provided opportunities to broaden and deepen children’s 
learning. 
 
Technologies- Teachers are asked to refer to the WL progression pathway ‘Technologies (exc ICT)’ and 
maintain a Learning Unlimited tracking record  
 
Food Technologies- Teachers are asked to refer to the WL progression ‘Food Technologies’ pathway 
and ‘Focus on Food’ programme. The PEF Funded teacher plans and delivers food technology to 
learners in P4-7.  
 
ICT-ICT will be used to support learning and teaching across the curriculum. AAL is used to support 
learning in P6 and P7. Coding Club is now available for children to widen learner experience. 
 
Expressive Arts: 
Art- A framework has been devised which details progression within and across each level. 
Music- A framework has been devised which details progression within and across each level which 
delivered as reduced class contact time. 
Drama- A framework has been devised which details progression within and across each level. Our 
Drama specialist works closely with class teachers to ensure coherence in learner’s experiences 
Dance-Teachers are asked to refer to WL Progression Pathway and Dance will be delivered through 
reduced class contact time.  
 
RME- Following completion of audit against the WL pathways, the revised RME programme is delivered 
through reduced class contact and class teachers. A chaplaincy team enhance and support the delivery 
of the programme. 
 
Health and Wellbeing- Teachers are asked to refer to the Health programme of study which identifies 
curricular content for each stage. This session the Health and Wellbeing curricular programme will 
continues to be audited against the WL progression pathway. 
 
Physical Education, Physical Activity and Sport A framework has been devised which details 
progression of skills within each level.  Curricular content which is to be delivered by the PE specialist 
and by the class teacher is identified. 
 
 
Responsibility of All 
Literacy, Numeracy, and Health and Wellbeing should be delivered as core and time is protected within 
the weekly timetable for these areas, along with 2hours a week physical activity and RME. There should 
be opportunities for children to learn through, and apply their learning in Literacy, Numeracy and Health 
and Wellbeing across the curriculum.  
 
Literacy 
Teachers are asked to refer to the Harrysmuir Framework for Literacy to support planning within Writing, 
Listening and Talking. Teachers are asked to use the recently revised progression pathway for Reading 
to support planning. The framework takes account of the benchmarks. 
Frameworks for Literacy detail progression within and across levels for Reading, Writing, Listening and 
Talking.  
Core literacy time will be a minimum of 5hrs 30 mins per week. Learners will experience a minimum of 
at least two quality reading lessons, although the number of sessions may be increased to meet the 
needs of individual learners. Learners will experience a minimum of two quality writing lessons.  The 



assessment of writer’s needs should inform prioritisation of planning for grammar and punctuation. 
Spelling words should be taught using the agreed whole school spelling progression.  Learners will 
experience a minimum of one focused Handwriting lesson per week, stage appropriate. There will be an 
expectation shared with pupils that they will transfer learning in handwriting across all written work.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Teachers will maximise opportunities for literacy across learning where pupils will learn through, and 
transfer their literacy skills, across the four contexts of learning. 
Four Early intervention sessions will be planned and delivered in all P1-3 classes. Two sessions will 
focus on reading and two sessions will focus on writing. 
 
 
 
Numeracy 
Teachers are asked to refer to the Harrysmuir Framework for Mathematics to support planning. 
Teachers of learners working within Early and First Level will use Stages of Early Arithmetical Learning 
(SEAL) approaches and the supporting planning framework.  
Teachers will use the Harrysmuir Numeracy and Mathematics progression planners to inform learning 
and teaching. 
Learners will experience a minimum of 1hr 15 minutes per day Mathematics from Monday to Thursday 
which will include 15 mins daily mental arithmetic. 15 mins mental arithmetic will be delivered on Friday 
morning. 
Teachers will maximise opportunities for numeracy across learning where pupils will learn through, and 
transfer their literacy skills, across the four contexts of learning. 
 
 
Learning and teaching approaches  
There should be a balance of independent, collaborative, active and direct teaching approaches 
including opportunities to take learning beyond the classroom, including outdoors and through 
partnership working and delivery. Critical skills and enterprising approaches should be included in 
planning. Outdoor learning will be planned and delivered collaboratively with the class teacher and the 
PT. The PEF funded teacher will support planning and delivery of enterprise education. 
Cross cutting themes will be integrated into planning to include equality, creativity, sustainable 
development education and international engagement 
 
 
Skills for life, learning and work 
Within planning teachers will incorporate opportunities to develop skills for life, learning and work. 
Teachers are to refer to Appendix 1 taken from’ Building the curriculum 4: Skills for life, learning and 
work’ to support planning. 
 
 
Assessment 
With reference to Appendix 2 teachers should plan assessments using ‘A framework for assessment to 
support the purposes of learning 3 to 18’.  Teachers should use the benchmarks to assess learner’s 
progress within achieving a level, with a focus this session on Writing. Planned moderation will support 
development of confidence and validity of teacher judgement. 
 
Personal support 
Pupils are involved in their learning through the personal learning planning process. Regular dialogue 
will ensure that pupils are aware of their next steps in learning and how these will be achieved and 
evidenced. Online journal will be introduced from Nursery to P1, Learning Journals will be embedded in 
P2 to P4. P5-7 learners will use Didbook to evidence their learning journey.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 1: Skills for life, learning and work                           Building the curriculum 4 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 2: A framework for assessment to support the purposes of learning 3 to 18 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Rationale 
To achieve this vision, in Harrysmuir Primary we consider the child to be at the heart of all 
learning, whether in school, in the community or at home. When developing our curriculum 
we consider each child as an individual and take into consideration influencing factors to 

ensure they aspire to their potential. 


